Hypo- and hyperdiploidy in cultured amniocytes.
2,340 metaphases of amniocytes from 149 karyotypically normal women were analyzed for hypo- and hyperdiploidy. Hypodiploidy was more frequent than hyperdiploidy. Chromosome loss was correlated with size. The smaller chromosomes are lost more frequently (r = 0.62 p less than 0.05) than the larger ones. Considering the inconclusive findings of lymphocyte cultures, one can conclude that the hypodiploid cells arose as technical artifacts while hyperdiploidy may be due to somatic non-disjunction owing to pseudomosaicism.